 Walk Through the Bible in a Year

Jeremiah and Lamentations
Theme: Judgment Time
Key Verse: Jeremiah 2:19 “Your own wickedness will punish you.”
Jeremiah brings the news to the people of Israel that the covenant has been revoked. It is really the sad news of a God who is forced to divorce His people. The people of Judah will be exiled, the temple will be destroyed and the promises of God have been withdrawn. The people of the Southern Kingdom, Judah, have forsaken the living God for idols.  Comparing the people to prostitutes and adulterers, God is set to bring about the curses (sword, plague and famine) He promised to those who reject His way.   He goes as far to tell Jeremiah not to pray for these people. God is no longer listening.
The real problem is that the people had stopped listening to God. Jeremiah, 
20 years old, a priest from the tribe of Benjamin, receives His call from God 
and faithfully prophesies for 40 years. If success means achieving goals and acquiring prestige, favor and power, Jeremiah failed miserably. When Jeremiah spoke, the people didn’t listen.  He was poor and underwent severe deprivation to deliver his prophecies. He was thrown into prison, taken to Egypt, rejected by neighbors, friends, prophets, priests and kings. Jeremiah stood alone, declaring the message of impending doom, announced hope if people repented and wept bitterly over a stubborn and rebellious people.
Even as Jeremiah issued warnings, he also spoke of a future and a hope. His punishing prophecies included hope at the end of the 70 year exile. God’s everlasting love had not been exhausted completely. The exiles would return.  The land would, some day, be restored.  Joy again would be heard in the city. God would make a new covenant.  His law would some day be written on people’s hearts.  Jeremiah tells of a time in the future when God will raise up 
a righteous branch from the line of David.

The last few chapters of the book tell of the fall of Jerusalem.  Babylon has taken away the people, including Daniel and Ezekiel into captivity.  Jeremiah dies in Egypt.  His last days are recorded in the book of Lamentations, where this “Weeping Prophet” laments the lowest point in the history of Israel. The 
last recorded words of Jeremiah are questions:  Why have you forsaken us 
for so long? Restore us, O Lord and bring us back to you again. Give us back the joy we once had. Have you utterly rejected us? Are you angry with us?
God’s answer to that prayer will some day be, “No! I have loved you with an everlasting love.”  God would answer that with love incarnate, Jesus.

Ultimately in God’s eyes, Jeremiah was one of the most successful people in 
all of history. Success, as measured by God, requires faith and obedience. Regardless of opposition and personal cost, Jeremiah courageously proclaimed the Word of God and was faithful to his calling. Because of his faith in a faithful God, Jeremiah now and forever knows the answer to his final question. Jeremiah, the weeping prophet, knows the joy of the Lord.

 


Jeremiah Study Questions
Jeremiah 1-11
1. What were the details of God’s call on Jeremiah’s life? Chapter 1
2. What were the main reasons that Judah was facing judgment? Chapters 2-10 
3. What terms of the Mosaic Covenant did Judah break? Chapter 11
Jeremiah 12-20
1. What problems did Jeremiah encounter in his prophetic ministry?
2. What promises are in the “Drought, famine and sword” prophecy in Chapter 14?


Jeremiah 21-29
1. Why did Jeremiah counsel surrender to the Babylonians? Hint- Chapter 24
2. Why did Jeremiah encourage people to exile rather than escape to Egypt? Chapter 25

Jeremiah 30-33
1. What hope does Jeremiah give to the defeated nation? Chapter 30
2.  What aspects of the New Covenant are covered in chapter 31:23-37?
Jeremiah 34-50

1. What happens to Jeremiah and Judah by the end of the book? How can failure and disappointment like this cause Jeremiah to say, “Give thanks to the Lord for He is good, His love endures forever”?

Lamentations
Read through Lamentations to get a sense of the despair experienced by the exiles. What promise in the midst of despair can you find in Lamentations 5:19-22?
