 Walk Through the Bible in a Year

Leviticus
Theme: Holy Worship and Holy Living
Key Verses: Leviticus 11:44-45
Leviticus begins where Exodus ends as, “the Lord called to Moses from the tabernacle.” Now that God has delivered His people from Egypt, He must now teach them all about worship.  God is a holy God and He calls His people to be holy as well. He reveals this through the tabernacle and its use and meaning.
The tabernacle was an especially designed place where God is worshiped.

Some examples:
The Menorah- The Golden Lamp stand was seven oil lamps connected together. It would be the first thing to catch the eye of the worshiper as they entered the Holy Place. The Menorah symbolized God as “light” and Jesus as the “light of the world.”

The Incense Altar- This is the place where prayers were lifted up to God, the incense being the picture of prayer rising to God’s throne.
The Showbread Table- This is a wooden table that symbolized God’s desire to “dine with us” as the bread of life.  This intimate fellowship with God is possible to those who have experienced forgiveness and consecration at the altar.

God starts by teaching His people the necessity of sacrifice. Sin has to be dealt with in order to have close fellowship with God. Next God ordains the priests (Levites) to take care of the tabernacle and take charge of the sacrifices.  The priests have the all-important job of being God’s mediators, acting on behalf of His people through prayer, worship and sacrifice. The tasks of the Levites are specifically designated and supported through the tithes of the Israelites.  
Leviticus deals with God’s principles of offerings, all of which ultimately point to Christ’s death on the cross.  The most solemn of the feasts is the Day of Atonement.  Chapter 16 is a high point of the book which describes the day that Israel confesses its sin.  The Lord said to Moses, “Tell your brother Aaron not to come whenever he chooses into the Most Holy Place behind the curtain in front of the atonement cover on the ark or else he will die.”  God allows Aaron to pass through the curtain only once a year with the blood of the sacrificed animals with which he covers the mercy seat. It is only through the shedding of blood that there is forgiveness of sin.  The atonement of the Old Testament had to be repeated year after year. It is only through the perfect sacrifice of Jesus Christ that sin can be taken away “once for all”.  The book of Leviticus prepares us for the great event of Christ’s sacrificial death and shed blood.
Leviticus Study Questions

 Leviticus 1-10 God establishes a sacrificial system
1. Review the following 5 sacrificial offerings and their meanings.  What kinds of 
sacrificial offerings should we make to a Holy God in today’s world?
Burnt Offering - Lev. 1; 6:8-13; 8:18-21; 16:24  Voluntary act of worship and devotion, commitment and complete surrender to God.
Grain Offering - Lev. 2; 6:14-23  Voluntary acts of worship recognizing God’s goodness and provisions.

Fellowship Offering - Lev. 3: 7:11-34  Voluntary act of worship of thanksgiving and fellowship (including a communal meal).

Sin Offering - Lev. 4:1-5:13; 6:24-30; 8:14-17; 16:3-22  Mandatory atonement for sin, including confession of sin, forgiveness, and cleansing.

Compare and discuss 1 John 1:8, 9
Guilt Offering - Lev. 5:14-6:7; 7:1-6 Mandatory atonement for sin requiring restitution.
Leviticus 16 The Day of Atonement
2. Many have questioned the blood sacrifices called for in the Old Testament.  Read Hebrews 9:11-28 and Isaiah 53:7-12.  In what ways do the Old Testament sacrifices prepare us for the death of Jesus Christ?

Scan Leviticus 11-24 Laws and Regulations

3. How do we “regulate” these laws today?  Discuss the same issues that Leviticus deals with such as clean and unclean food, childbirth, infectious diseases, mildew, discharges, sexual relations, local laws and ordinances.
Leviticus 25 The Year of Jubilee and Old Testament Social Justice System
4. In what ways do the Laws of Moses show concern for the poor? Lev. 25:35-37, 39. 
 How do you think these social systems compare with our modern welfare system?  
How does the Biblical system encourage self-reliance while still meeting the needs 
of the most helpless?
5. What is the economic significance of the Sabbath year and the year of Jubilee in 
Leviticus 25?
