Walk Through the Bible in a Year

Judges

Theme: The Sin Cycle

Key Verses: Judges 2:19

Judges tells the repeating story of a stubborn and sinful people in a leadership vacuum.  With the death of Joshua, no strong leader emerges to lead Israel and the people fall into sinful lifestyles. Everyone began to do “what was right in their own eyes” and anarchy and chaos flourished.

The Israelites were no longer a unified force, existing in a loose confederation of tribes rather than a nation under God.  They were linked by a common language and a center of worship at Shiloh but many people began to follow the ways of the people groups around them.  They become afraid of their Syrian neighbors and compromise God’s standards in order to ensure peace and protection. God punishes His people by delivering them into enemy hands.
This begins a six-stage cycle that continues throughout the entire period of the Judges:
1. Compromise, Idolatry and Sin

2. God withdraws His protection delivering them over to the enemy
3. Oppressed, the people cry out to God for help
4. A judge is raised up to lead them to freedom

5. The people renew their commitment to God and are blessed

6. The judge dies and the people fall back into idolatry and sin
God uses some of the most unlikely people to be leaders: a woman named Deborah; Gideon the farmer; Jair, “who had thirty sons who rode thirty donkeys”; and Jephthah, whose mother was a prostitute.  The most tragic judge of all was Samson. Set apart at birth to defeat the Philistines, Samson had some significant personal and leadership skills….and some fatal flaws.  His weakness for women in general, and Delilah in particular, led to his downfall. 
The 325 years when Judges ruled taught Israel and the church today a valuable lesson; obedience to God guarantees victory, while disobedience brings defeat. The final verse of the book sums up this difficult era in Israel’s history, “In those days Israel had no king; everyone did what was right in his own eyes.”
Judges Study Questions
 Judges 1-3
1. Carefully read Judges 1:1 – 3:6.  See if you can match the “sin cycle” that repeats itself throughout the book:
Sin - Idolatry and compromise with unbelievers


Slavery - delivered into the hands of the enemy

Supplication - crying out to God

Salvation through a deliverer - renewal and blessing

Leadership vacuum


Anarchy and chaos

2. Can you reflect on similar cycles in your or your church’s life?
Judges 4-8 Deborah and Gideon
1.  What kind of people were these two? What were their strengths and    weaknesses?  What “action” did they take that ensured victory?  What were the       major accomplishments of their reigns?
Judges 9-16
1.  Reread the fascinating story of Samson.  What incidents and details of the story can you find that paint an accurate portrayal of the man, both good and bad? What is your opinion of Samson’s legacy?
Overview of the Era of Judges
1. What are the primary things that cause Israel to fall back into sin? Are these causes any different today? Why or why not?
2. How important are spirit-filled, obedient leaders today?  Do we really need them or can we follow the Lord completely on our own?
3. Do you think it is fair to call the era of Judges the “Dark Ages” of Israel? Why or why not?
