Walk Through the Bible in a Year

I and II Kings

Theme: Rise and Fall of the Nation of Israel

Key Verses: I Kings 11: 4-6

The two books of Kings were originally one book.  I Kings begins with Israel at the peak of its success and power. David is “old and advanced in years” and prepares his young son Solomon to take over the throne. The Lord God grants Solomon’s wish for great wisdom and also gives him riches and honor. Solomon starts strong and rules during a time of peace while Israel enjoys prominence as the grandest kingdom in the world.

Sadly though, wise beyond his years and accomplished in many ways as an author and leader, Solomon does not have the heart of his father, David.  He completes construction of the Temple, yet also builds a magnificent palace. Power corrupts and “pride comes before the fall” as Solomon slips into an indulgent life of luxury and idolatry, leaving an unstable kingdom to be inherited by his son Rehoboam.

Under King Rehoboam, the tribes of Judah and Benjamin remain loyal to the rightful king and more importantly, continue to follow the Lord according to the laws of Moses.  The other ten tribes, collectively called Israel or the Northern Kingdom, join under Jeroboam and quickly fall into apostasy, sin, and idolatry.  Each succeeding king of Israel continues the idolatrous practices and the northern kingdom spirals to its own destruction.

In these dark days comes the most outstanding of the prophets, Elijah, sent by God to do away with the awful worship of Baal.  Despite some incredible miracles that prove the awesome power of Jehovah, the people of Israel continue their slide away from loving and serving God alone.

The continued fighting between a nation divided, rampant apostasy, and a succession of evil kings brings the Northern Kingdom to ruin and they are taken into captivity by the Assyrians in 722 B.C.  Despite the next great prophet Elisha and some good kings, namely Hezekiah and Josiah; Judah, the Southern Kingdom falls 136 years later (586 B.C.) as the people are taken into captivity by the Babylonians.  A proud nation is no more.  Yet the prophets Isaiah and others will tell of a savior that will come out of the tribe of Judah and God will faithfully bring His people to Himself. 
I and II Kings  Study Questions
I Kings - Solomon
1. Solomon, the main character in I Kings often heard from God directly. Read the following accounts and record your impressions:  I Kings 3:4-15; 6:11-13; 9:3-9 and 11:11-14.
2. Read I Kings 11 (especially verse 6) and compare it with Ecclesiastes 2:1-11.  What was Solomon’s life lesson in these passages?

3. Read I Kings 8-9 and describe Solomon’s blessing of the people and his prayer at the dedication of the temple. How did his prayer define the role of the temple in Israel’s religion?

I Kings - The Prophets
1. The unnamed prophets - Study the ministries of the following prophets recorded in 1 Kings 12-22:  13:1-34; 14:1-20; 16:1-6; 17:1-19:21; 20:35-43; 22:1-28. List any evidence you can find to support the statement that God was gracious to Israel and her kings despite their rebellion against Him.
2. How was the prophet Elijah instrumental in turning the people back to God? 18:16-40

3. Reread the account of Nathan’s confrontation of David in 2 Samuel 12.  
How was David’s response different than other kings of Israel?

II Kings
1.  What were some of Elisha’s miracles in II Kings 2-7?  What did they teach the people of the Northern Kingdom about the Lord?
2. God sent the prophet Amos to Israel during the reign of Jeroboam II. For insight into the spiritual & social conditions of this time, read Amos 5:4-15 and 6:1-8.

3. Study II Kings 17:7-23, which sums up the 200 year existence of the Northern Kingdom. How might we apply Israel’s history to our own day?
