Walk Through the Bible in a Year

I and II Chronicles

Theme: A lesson in History
Key Verse: II Chronicles 7:14
Genealogies connect us with our past. A couple of hundred years after the exile to Babylonia, Ezra began this unifying work to “chronicle” the ups and downs of Israel’s history.  He traces the roots of a fallen nation from Adam onward.  Understanding one’s spiritual heritage gives us a fresh glimpse of God’s continual work in our lives. The spiritual insights in this book, when mined accurately, open up the heavens to a fresh work of God in our lives today.
The first nine chapters give us a literal “Who’s who” of Israel’s history; Adam-Noah- Abraham, the twelve sons of Jacob who would become the 12 tribes, through the kings of the nation of Israel.  An emphasis is on the Davidic line, casting David  and the southern kingdom in a favorable light and pretty much ignoring the apostate Northern Kingdom.

David’s military exploits and vibrant faith are strong themes and the preparation of the plans for the Temple in Jerusalem receive ample attention. David’s interest in prayer and praise is highlighted with his final epitaph saying, “He died at a ripe old age, having enjoyed a long life, wealth and honor.”
II Chronicles is a strong reminder to learn from the past. These especially chosen people represented the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. But they wandered from the truth and took on the pagan lifestyles of the neighboring countries. Despite prophets, priests and a few good kings, the die had been cast and Israel spiraled downward into chaos, destruction and captivity.

The purpose of the book was to reunite around prayer and worship. In keeping with this theme, God made a promise to David, a man who faithfully worshipped the Lord and led the people of Israel, and us to worship him too. The message of Chronicles is a message to individuals and churches today: “If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14
I and II Chronicles  Study Questions
I Chronicles  1-9

Review quickly the geneologies in this section.  What names pop out at you? 
How far back can you trace your ancestors?

1 Chronicles 10-21
Review and highlight the ascendancy of David to the throne of Israel.  How was David remembered by Ezra, the author of this book? 

1 Chronicles 22-30

David’s last years are focused on worship and prayer.  What are some of the things David does to bring God’s people to deeper understand of God through worship and prayer?  Close your study of 1 Chronicles with David’s prayer. I Chronicles 29:10-20 
II Chronicles 1-9
Read through the history of Solomon. How was he similar to David? How was he different?

II Chronicles 10-35
After reading through these chapters, review 1 Kings 12. Where did Rehoboam go  wrong?  

II Chronicles 15:1-19 portrays the revival in the time of King Asa.  What were the key aspects of this revival?  Check also the revivals associated with Jehoshaphat(19-20), Hezekiah(29-32), and Josiah(34-35).  What similarities can you find in these four revivals?
