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Ezekiel
Theme: Personal Responsibility
Key Verse: Ezekiel 35:30 “I will make a covenant of peace… “
“Dem bones, dem bones, dem dry bones” is a song popular in our culture and one of the many illustrations of the great prophet Ezekiel.  Cherubim with blazing fire, terrifying wheels, a valley of dry bones, a broad river no one could cross, are but a few of the grand word-pictures that Ezekiel used to get across his message of personal responsibility and the consequences of sin. 
Ezekiel is among the Jews exiled to Babylon.  He is married, from a priestly family, and lives in a settlement on the Kebar River.  Ezekiel is a contemporary of Daniel and may have been a pupil of Jeremiah, who got dragged off in another direction to Egypt.  Ezekiel was a man who chose to obey God. He was a street evangelist, telling anyone who would listen about God’s judgment and salvation.  His message is clear; because of Israel’s continued disobedience, God will leave His temple and it will be destroyed.  Ezekiel proclaims that God will inflict judgment on His people but also, some day, will restore Israel to glory.
The book chronicles this great prophet’s life and ministry. Beginning with his call as a prophet and commissioning as a “watchman for Israel.” He like Isaiah and Jeremiah before him predicted the approaching siege and destruction of Jerusalem.  Ezekiel also spoke to the surrounding nations, prophesying that God would judge them for their sins as well.

The final chapters of Ezekiel contain visions of the promised restoration as well as some clear prophecies of Jesus. We are told that God will plant a “tender sprig” and He will send His own shepherd to tend His sheep.  The dry bones will come to life by the life giving breath of the Holy Spirit and a river will flow that no man can cross.  It will bring life, healing and fruitfulness.  Ezekiel, in very positive word pictures, outlines what will occur in preparation for God’s restoration.  Israel will return to her promised land and be united. The land will be occupied by the people of God. The Shepherd will take care of His sheep and the temple will be rebuilt and worship will be redefined. And finally, when everyone has been renewed and purified, God’s glory will return to His temple and the name of the city from that time on will be, “The Lord is there.”  The book of Ezekiel ends with a detailed description of the temple at history’s end and the endless worship of God that will take place there.
Ezekiel Study Questions
Ezekiel 1-5
1. Read these opening chapters to get a sense of Ezekiel’s mission.
2. In what way are we called to be prophets like Ezekiel?  Chapter 2
Ezekiel 6-18
1. How does God describe the “End?”  Chapter 7
2. What was happening in the Temple that caused God to be so angry? Chap. 9,10

3. What was the purpose of the exile to Babylon? Chap. 12-16


Ezekiel 19-32
1.   
What similarities can you find in the prophecies to surrounding nations? Chap. 25-32
2. Read Chapter 28:11-19 for an insight into the history of Satan and evil’s origin. 
Ezekiel 33-48
1. What are the responsibilities of the watchman? Chap. 33 How are we like watchmen?
2. What are the differences between a good shepherd and a bad one?
3. Read Chapter 37. What does it say about the Holy Spirit and Israel?

4. When the Glory returns to the temple, what will it look like? Chap. 43, 47:1-12

5.
Compare Ezekiel  48 with Genesis 49 and Revelation 7.  What’s going on?  What 
exactly is God promising?
