 Walk Through the Bible in a Year

Exodus

Theme: Deliverance

Key Verses: Exodus 12:1-12; 20:2

Exodus continues the story of Genesis.  While Genesis tells the story of man’s failures and God’s promises, Exodus tells the story of human bondage and God’s power of deliverance. Even though the descendents of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob have been “fruitful and multiplied greatly”, they have been cruelly enslaved and mistreated by the Pharoah’s oppressive rule.  The 12 brothers of Jacob, now in Egypt for 400 years, number in the hundreds of thousands yet find themselves severely mistreated, cry out to God in desperate need.
Enter into this scene comes Moses, the son of Levite parents who was miraculously raised and educated in the house of Pharaoh yet nourished as a child by his Hebrew mother. In an attempt to protect a Hebrew slave from abuse, Moses kills an Egyptian then flees to the desert of Midian.  Moses remains there for 40 years while God humbles him and prepares him for a monumental task; to shepherd the his people out of Egypt and into the Promise Land.

Moses reluctantly accepts the call of God to deliver his people from bondage. God promises His unfailing presence and assures Moses of His supernatural powers.  Moses returns to Egypt from Midian and confronts the Pharoah who refuses all their pleas for the release of the Israelites.  Pharoah’s persistent hardness of heart results in God sending ten plagues to Egypt, climaxing in the plague of the first-born.  We reach a finale as God instructs each Israelite family to take the blood of a sacrificial lamb and put it  on the doorframes of their houses so that God will “see the blood” and “Passover” the faithful.
Pharoah finally relents and lets Moses and the people leave Egypt by the miraculous crossing of the Red Sea.  The journey into the desert is filled with miracles and the presence of God Himself.  During this 40 year wandering, the Israelites waffle between worshipping God and rebelling against Him. Moses is often stuck in the middle. Yet despite their wanderings and disobedience, God calls His people to be a holy nation and summons Moses up to Mt. Sinai to give the 10 Commandments. 
Exodus ends with a meticulous plan for his tabernacle, a holy sanctuary as “the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.” God is with His people.

Exodus Study Questions
 Exodus  1-4 Moses is “called” by God
1. Read Exodus 1-4, underline the verses that indicate ways God encouraged the reluctant Moses to step out in faith.  What parallels can you find in your own life?

2. How did Moses’ mission reveal God’s concern for His people? Ex. 3:7-10, 16-17 How did the people respond? Ex. 4:29-31 How does this encourage us in our struggles?
3. In what way did God equip Moses?  Do you think that this shows that “God doesn’t call the equipped, He equips the called?”  How is this true in your life?

Exodus 5-12  The 10 Plagues- God’s Miracle-Judgments

1. Review the 10 plagues. How did the Pharaoh respond to each?  Do you think miracles inspire faith?  Why or why not?

2. God’s mighty acts performed to free the Israelites from Egypt made a lasting impact on God’s people that is recorded throughout the Bible.  Note how the following verses portray the impact of the deliverance on Israel’s faith and trust in God.


Deuteronomy 4:32; 7:19; 2 Samuel 7:23; Nehemiah 9:10,17; Psalms 77:11-14; 78:4;; 
105:2,5; Jeremiah 21:2; 32:20; Micah 7:15-20

3. Read Exodus 12 and the story of the first Passover. What is the significance of this event and why do you think it became a centerpiece of the Jewish and Christian faith?


Exodus 13-24
Wandering in the Desert
1. Read Galatians 3:15-4:6 and discuss what  the difference is between “The Law Covenant” Exodus 20 and the Abrahamic Covenant? Genesis 12:1-3  

2. Give a couple of examples of the Israelite’s lack of faith after leaving Egypt. Compare some of the ways we lack faith after being set free by Jesus Christ.

Exodus 25-40  The Design and Construction of the Tabernacle- Key Verse 25:8,9
1. In what ways does the Tabernacle show us how to relate to God and experience His presence?  
2. To what do you attribute Moses’ attention to detail of the design of the Tabernacle?

3. What was the purpose of the curtain separating the Holy Place and the Most Holy Place? 26:31-35

