Walk Through the Bible in a Year

1 Samuel

Theme: Israel’s Monarchy Begins
Key Verse: 1 Samuel 10:25
Samuel is the last of the judges…..and the first of the prophets.  Son of Hannah, whose prayer is one of the Bible’s most famous, Samuel is presented to the temple as a boy to live and work there under the somewhat inept high priest named Eli.  Eli provides little leadership to the boy or to the people of Israel and his negligence allows for pervasive moral corruption.  God brings swift and severe judgment to Eli’s rebellious sons and Samuel is called into leadership. He became one of Israel’s greatest prophets. He was a man of prayer who finished the work of the judges, began the school of the prophets and anointed Israel’s first kings, Saul and David.
The book of 1 Samuel is built around stories of three pairs of men: Samuel and Eli, Samuel and Saul, and then Samuel and David.  This fast moving incredible story marks the unification of the 12 Tribes, the rise of Israel’s prominence and, under David, the establishment of the most powerful nation of its time.
The transition is gradual, beginning with the 40 year reign of King Saul (1050 B.C. to 1010 B.C.).  Although an effective military chieftain, Saul lacks the ability to unify the nation.  He also shows a lack of trust in God which is necessary to provide the kind of spiritual and inspirational leadership to establish a strong national identity. Saul’s decline is a sober testimony to flawed leadership, ending with paranoia over David’s rising prominence and ultimately, Saul’s tragic death.

The last part of the book traces the emergence of David, from teenage harpist and shepherd boy, to youthful war hero, to tested and tried candidate for Israel’s throne. David demonstrates his faith at a young age when he defeats Goliath with a slingshot and his God, “You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come to you in the name of the Lord God Almighty!”   By the young age of 30, David emerges from his many trials as a man of mature faith who has learned to trust God in all circumstances. 

I Samuel Study Questions

1 Samuel 1-7

1.  Reread Judges 17-21 to recapture a sense of Israel’s spiritual condition during
this period. What events in 1 Samuel 2:12-36 indicate the conditions at the time of Samuel’s birth? 

2.   Read 1 Samuel 3.  What does the phrase “the word of the Lord was rare”, reveal
about Israel’s spiritual condition?  What was Samuel’s first prophecy? (2:27-36)

3.  Read 1 Samuel 4:1-7:1.  What lessons did God teach the Israelites through these

events?  What did God teach the Philistines?  What lessons can we learn?

4.  Read 1 Samuel 7:2-17.  What characterized the years that Samuel served as

judge?

1 Samuel 8-17
1.  Read 1 Samuel 8.  What led to the people’s demand for a king?  Why was the motivation for this wrong?
2.  Read 1 Samuel 9-11. What positive things can you say about Saul?

3.  Read 1 Samuel 14. How does it describe Saul’s son Jonathan?
4.  Read 1 Samuel 15.  What was the real nature of Saul’s sin?  In what ways did Saul fall short of being the kind of king scripture calls for?

1 Samuel  16-31
1. What can you glean from these passages about David’s personal relationship with the Lord?
2. What were the major differences between Saul and David?
